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The Man With the Golden Ear

The 75-year-old businessman Chris Blackwell has made a fortune betting on the charms
of his beloved Jamaica. In 1959, Blackwell started Island Records, which brought reggae
and Bob Marley to a worldwide audience. (He also signed U2, Cat Stevens, Grace Jones,
Nick Drake and Roxy Music.) When Blackwell sold Island 30 years later, he turned his
attention to hotels: both in Miami’s South Beach, which he helped put on the map when he
transformed blighted Art Deco properties into luxury destinations; and, more enduringly,
at home, where his current holdings include GoldenEye, the former home of the James
Bond author Ian Fleming (a longtime lover of Blackwell’s mother, Blanche), which attracts
the likes of Kate Moss and Naomi Campbell. His latest venture? Jamaican rum, naturally.
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Personal motto:

You can't do good
deals with bad people,
andyoucan't
do bad deals with
good people.

NUMBER OF
INSTRUMENTS
HE PLAYS

On Grace Jones

19
2 [\ HOt ss| What's for
I lurl‘lcal’le breakfast?

On flrst hearmg U2

(to NPR)
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JAMES BOND CHARACTER SUPPOSEDLY INSPIRED
BY BLACKWELL'S MOTHER, BLANCHE

Pussy Galore in “Goldfinger”

The guano tanker in “Dr. No™ was also called “the Blanche”
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